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1. AKTyaJHOCT M 3HAYUMOCT HA pa3padoTBaHMs HAYUYEeH MPooeM.

[IpencraBeHusaAT 3a pelLEH3UpaHE AUCEPTAIMOHEH TPYJ AakIEHTUpa BBPXY
BBIIpOCA 3a 3amurara Ha (QuHaHCOBUTE HHTepecu Ha PenyOnuka bbiarapus wu
EBponeiickus cbi03, upe3 edeKTUBHATA NPEBEHIUS U TNPOTUBOACHCTBUE CpEILy

OMUTHTE 32 U3MAaMHU U 3JI0ynoTpedu ¢ poHoBe u cpencra Ha EC.

Ilo mpencraBeHuss OT aBTOpa AUCEPTALMOHEH TPyJ HE OTKpHUBAM aKTYaJIHH
TEKyILY 0JOOHU Pa3pabOTKH, KOETO 3aCHJIBA HETOBAaTa HAyYHO-TIPUIIOKHA CTOMHOCT,
HEOOXOAMMOCT M HaBpeMEHHOCT. HayuHaTta HOBOCT M aKkTyaJlHOCTTa Ha TeMara €
0e3CIopHa, M KaKTO IMOCOYBA AUCEPTAHTHT HEU3NBJIHEHHETO WU HEe(HEKTUBHOTO
U3IBJIHEHUE HAa EBPOIECUCKATE IIPaBWJIa, W3UCKBAHUA WIM IIPENOPBKUA 34
ONTUMHU3MpaHE Ha paboTaTa M0 IUIAHUPaHE U yNpaBJICHUE Ha ONIEPAaTUBHUTE MPOTrpaMu
n (uHaHcoBUTE MHCTpYMEHTH Ha EC, KakTO M MO OTHOLIEHHWE HAa KOHTPOJa BBPXY
Pa3XOABAHETO HA IIPEAOCTABEHUTE CPENICTBA, BOAU 10 PEAMLA HETaTUBHU yBPEXKAAIIU

HAallMOHAJIHUTC MHTCPCCHU HAa CTPAHATA.

2. OO0ma xapakTepuCcTHKA U CTPYKTYpPa HA JMCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA.

JlucepTalMOHHUAT TPy € ¢ 00eM 227 CTpaHUIIM U C€ ChbCTOM OT YBOJ, TPH IJIaBH,
OOl W3BOJAM W MNPENOPBKU 3aKIIOYEHHE, CHUCHK C H3MOJ3BAHUTE CHKpALICHHUS,
IIPEIOKEHMS 32 HAYYHU [TPUHOCH, U3I0JI3BAHA JIUTEPATYPA, IPUIIOKEHHS U CITUCHK C
Hay4YHH nyOnukanuu. JlucepTauMoOHHUAT TpyA ChAbpka o0mo 153 wu3nona3BaHu
M3TOYHHKA, 110 OT KOUTO ca HOPMATUBHH, CTPATETUYECKU U MPOrPaAMHU JOKYMEHTH,
KAKTO M HAyYHU U3JAHUSA: KHUTW, MOHOTpa(uH, CTaTUH, JOKIAIU, a OCTAHAIHUTE ca

HHTCPHCT U3TOYHUIIN.

3a crmoMaraHeTo Ha OCHUIypsIBAHETO Ha €(EKTUBHOCT IpPU PA3XOJBAHETO Ha
OIO/PKETHUTE CpEACTBA, MOMOUIM, JapeHus u ¢uHaHcupaHe oT EBpomeiickus cbios,
MEXIyHapOJAHU MPOEKTH U MPOTPaMU, KAKTO M Ha CPeICTBAaTa JOKTOPAHTHT pa3KpuBa
MpaBHAaTa OCHOBAa 3a OCBIIECTBSIBAaHE HAa (UHAHCOB KOHTPOJ, pa3KpUBaHE U

npeaoTBparaBaHe Ha HCPCAHOCTH HW H3MaAMH, BKIIOYHUTCIHO HAIMOHAJIHATA H



EBpOHeﬁCKa 3aKOHOOAaTCIHAa 68.38., C KOCTO C€ CHHTE3HMpa H CHCTEMATHU3Hpa

HAaTpYIIaHUA OIIUT B Ta3U o0nacr.

C rtoBa wm3cnenoBartensaT nokropaHT Kars HwukonoBa CnacoBa moka3Ba, 4e
Mo3HaBa J00pe CBCTOSHHETO Ha H3CIEABaHUS MpPoOJIEM, KOETO JIMYM H OT
NPEIJIOKEHUTE MPEMET, 1€, 3a7a4i U HayyHa Te3a Ha AUCEPTAUOHHUS TPY/, KaKTO
U OT MPUIOKEHATa METOJNOJIOrMS Ha M3CJIEABAHE M U3CIEHOBATEIICKM METOIU U
MOJAXOAM, JIeMOHCTpupanu omie Ha ctp. 10 m ctp. 11. [JJoOpoTo mo3HaBaHe Ha
paboTHUA TPOOJEM € BHIHO M OT CBHUIETENICTBA B aBTOOMOrpaduara Ha JOKTOPAHT
Kars HukonoBa CmnacoBa, ocoOeHO mpodecruoHamHaTa 4YacT OT Hes, KBIETO Ce

pa3KkpuBa HeilHUS OoraT npodecroHasIeH ONUT B cpepata Ha U3CIEABAHETO.

TeopeTHYHUAT aHaU3 Ha MOCTAHOBKUTE CE€ OTJIMYaBa C MHOT00Opa3He U MbJIHOTA
0 OTHOIIEHHWE Ha TMpeAocTaBeHaTa HUHPoOpManus OTHOCHO IIpaBHaTa M
MHCTUTYIIMOHAJIHATA paMKa Ha BBTPEIIHUA KOHTpOd U Oopda ¢ HEpPEeAHOCTUTE H
M3MaMUTE MO OTHOUIeHHE Ha (poHaoBe u cpeacTBa Ha EC, kaTo mpemocTaBs IbIHA
uHpoOpMallns 3a HalMOHAJIHATA M €BpOIEiicka MHCTUTYLHMOHAJHA paMKa, Kacaella
npobiema. IIpakTuyeckara yacT Ha JUCEPTALMOHHUA TPYA € OPUEHTHUPAHA KbM
U3BBPIIBAHETO HA Pa3HOOOpa3eH aHalIM3, BKIIOUMUTEIHO KOMIIAPATUBEH aHalu3 Ha
GyHKIUUTE Ha yHOpaBisBallus, cepTU(UUUpAIUs U OJUTHHUS OpraH, CBBbpP3aHU C
MpEeI0TBpaTABAHE HAa HEPEAHOCTH M M3MaMHM; aHaJIW3 Ha jAeicTBamuTe (QyHKUUU U
NpoLeAypH, U3BBPIIBAaHM OT cepTU(UUMpaIIus opraH - Aupekuus ,,Hanumonanen
¢dboua“ B MUHUCTEPCTBOTO Ha (PUHAHCUTE; aHAIN3 HA HEPEAHOCTUTE U M3MAMUTE MO
eBponeicku CTpykTypHu M uHBecTUlMOHHH (oHaoBe (ECHU®D) npe3 nporpamen

nepuoa 2014 - 2020 roauna u Apyru.

I[Io mMoe MHeHWe, enHa OT HAU-CUIIHUTE CTPaHW Ha JIUCEPTAUMOHHUS TPYyHd €
M3TOTBAHETO HA METOJAOJIOTHs, MPOBEACHO EMIIMPUYHO H3CICIBAHE W aHajIW3 Ha

pE3YITAaTUTC OT AHKCTHATA KapTa 3a HM3TOTBAHC Ha CKCIICPTHAa OLCHKAa Ha TEMa



,CrucreMu 3a ()MHAHCOBO YIpaBJIEHHE W KOHTPOJ Ha cpeacTtBata oT EBpomneiickus

Cbh103 Mpu OopOaTa ¢ HEPETHOCTUTE U U3MAMUTE".

Cuntam, 4e NOCTAaBEHUTE HAYYHO-U3CIIEIOBATENICKM 3aJaud B JUCEPTALMOHHMS
TPYZ Ca YCIEUIHO PELIEHN OT JoKTopaHTa. Hannne e HeoOX0quMOTO ChOTBETCTBHE HA
JIUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYJ C IOCTaBSIHWUTE Ipe]l HayyHaTa ayJUTOPUsl W3UCKBaHUS 3a

HaIIMCBaHCTO HA TaKbB.

3. XapakrepucTMKa Ha HayYHMTEe M HAYYHONPHJIOKHHMTE HNPHHOCH B
AUcCepTAlMOHHMSA TPYI. JlocTOBEpHOCT HA MaTepHaJa.

[Ipremam mpensioKeHusITa 3a HAYyYHU W HAYYHOTIPUIIOKHH MPUHOCH, TaKa KaKTO
I'¥ € TOCOYMJI JOKTOPAHTa, @ UMEHHO:

I. Hayuynu npunHOCH:

1. ®opmynupaHu ca HACOKM 3a akKTyaJllu3MpaHE Ha HOpPMaTHBHaTa ypexada
Kacaelia agIMUHUCTPUPAHETO HA HEPEeIHOCTH, HACOYEHO KbM TNIPEOAOJSIBAHE Ha
aeduIMTa OT AJAMHUHHCTPATHBHO-HAKa3aTeTHU paslmopeqdu 1O OTHOIICHHE Ha
npeobiiaaBamiara yacT OT CPOKOBETE Ha OTAEIHUTE €Tanu, KOETO OT CBOs CTpaHa
BOJIM JI0O CUCTEMHU HAPYIICHUSI.

2. TlpemyioxkeHn ca KOHKPETHM NPOMEHM 3a akTyald3alldsg Ha pamMKara Ha
KoMrneTeHTHOCTH B HapenOata 3a ycioBusiTa U pea 3a OLICHSIBaHE W3MbJIHEHUETO Ha
CIIy’)KHTETUTe B Ibp)KaBHATA aJMHUHHUCTPALASA, KOETO IIe JIOBEAE 10 MOA0OpsBaHE
noadopa Ha CIYXKUTETW W TOoA00psiBaHE (YHKIIMOHUPAHETO HA OPTaHU3AIUUTE
OTTOBOPHHU 3a YIIPABJICHUETO U KOHTPOJ Ha cpeacTtBa oT EC.

II. Hay4yHO-TIpUIIOKHHA IPUHOCH:

1. Jlokazana e HEOOXOAMMOCTTAa OT M3rpakJaHe Ha MEXaHU3bM 3a
CHTPYIHUYECTBO MEXKY aJIMUHUCTPAIMUATE Ha HAIIMOHAIHO W €BPOTEHCKO HIUBO 4pe3
Ch3JlaBaHC H BHEApsiBaHE Ha o0ma wHOpPMAIMOHHA CHUCTeMa 3a OOMEH Ha
uHpOpMaIKs, B KOATO /Ja Ca BHBEICHU BCHUYKU PHUCKOBH O0JIACTH, KakTo M modus
operandi, yCTAaHOBEHH MpHU pa3cieABAHUATA.

2. I[OKaBaHa € HGO6XOI[I/IMOCTT3 OT JUIhTalIn3alAad W CICKTPOHM3alHsA Ha



CUCTEMHUTE 3a KOHTPOJ B OpraHU3allUUTe OT MYyOJMYHUS CEKTOp, MpUJIaraHero Ha
OJIOKYEH TEXHOJIOTUN M U3KYCTBEH MHTEJIEKT, KOSTO 1€ JONMPHUHECE 3a MMOJA00psBaHe
Ha e(EeKTUBHOCTTA W MPO3PAYHOCTTAa HA KOHTPOJAa U 3a MpEeAOTBpaTsABaHE Ha
HEraTUBHUTE TIOCIEIUIM 32 OPTaHU3AIMHUTE OT IyOJIMYHUS CEKTOP.

3. OOOCHOBAaHO € MpPEMNIOKEHHE 3a BBBEXKJAHE Ha IMporpaMa 3a MOCTOSHHO
oOydeHue 3a MOYTEHOCT U Ha3HAYaBaHE Ha CIY>KUTEN MO €THKA, KOWTO Ja KOHCYJTUpPa
110 BBIPOCUTE, CBBP3aHU C MOYTEHOCTTA U NPUJIATAaHETO HA €TUYHUTE CTAaHAAPTHU U €
3alUTeHa HEOOXOAMMOCTTAa OT OOyuYeHHUS Ha CIY>KUTEIM M TpUiaraHeTo Ha OOIIH
MpaBuia, Ch3/1aBallly YCIOBHS U rapaHIiuy 3a e(heKTUBEH KOHTPOJ.

[IpuemMaM 3a JOCTOBEpPHM TNOJYUYEHHTE pE3yiATaTH M HAYYHUTE M HAy4YHO-
MIPUJIOKHU IPUHOCH.

4. OueHka HA HAYYHHMTE Pe3yJTATH M NPHHOCHUTE HA JUCEPTANMOHHUS
TPYA.

IIpoBeneHoTo LsUIOCTHO M3cienBaHe oT AokTopaHT Kars Hukonosa Cnacosa,
BKJIFOYUTEIIHO M EMIIMPUYHO TAKOBAa B peajHa Cpella, aHAIM3HPAHWUTE BBIPOCU U
npo0OsieMy uMaT IbI00KO 3HAUYEHUE 32 ChbBPEMEHHOTO OOIIECTBO M IIEHHA MPAKTHUKO-
MPWIOKHA HACOYEHOCT, U MOTar Jia ObJaT M3MOJ3BaHU B JICMHOCTTA IO ISUIOCTHATA
OpraHu3alys Ha YIPaBICHUETO U KOHTpoJia Ha ¢puHaHcoBUTe cpenctsa oT EC.

[IpemyioxkeHusiTa 3a YCHBBPIICHCTBAHE HA YMPABICHUETO Ha (UHAHCOBUTE
cpeactBa ot EC, kaTo pe3yaTaT OT U3BBPIICHUS aHAIW3 MO TeMara MoraT ja ObaaT
YCHENIHO NPWIOKEHU OT OpraHuTe 3a YyIOpaBiIeHHWE W KOHTPOJ (yIpaBJisBall,
cepTU(UIUpAIIl ¥ OTUTEH), KAKTO U OT CIY>KUTEIIUTEe, aHTAKUPAHU C Te3U (DYHKIIUH.

5. OneHka Ha MyOJUKAIMUTE 1O JUCEPTALMUSATA U ABTOPCTBOTO.

Hayunute myOnukanuu Ha qucepTanTa ca o0uio 3 Ha Opoit U ca MpeaCcTaBeHu Ha
koH(pepennuu BbB Boenna akagemus ,,['.C. PakoBcku® B ctpanara. Te oTroBapsrt Ha
M3UCKBAHMATA HA ,,3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHE Ha aKaJeMU4YHUA ChCTaB Ha PemnyOiuka
bearapus® u IlpaBuinHrKa MO0 HErOBOTO MPUIIOKEHHUE, BKIIFOYUTEIIHO U HA OLICHBYHA
CUCTEMa Ha MOKa3aTelIuTe 3a MPUCHKAAHE Ha oOpazoBaresHaTa M HayyHa CTEleH

,»JIOKTOP*.



Hsamam cbBMeCTHU MyOaMKaluy ¢ KaHIUIaTa.

6. CTaHOBHIIE OTHOCHO HAJIMYHMETO WJIM JIUICATA HA IJIArMATCTBO.

Cermacio un. 26. (1) or 3PACPb u cbriacHo wusuckBaHuaTra wi.53.5 OT
[IpaBunHUK 3a TpwiaraHe Ha 3aKOHA 3a Pa3BUTUETO HA aKaJEeMUYHUSI CbCTaB B
PermyOmmka boeiarapust He ce OTKpWBa JOKAa3aHO II0 3aKOHOYCTAHOBEHUS Ppe

IJIaruaTCTBO B HAYYHHUTC TPYAOBC.

He mu e n3BecTeH M HsAMa NOJy4YEH CHTHAJ 3a IUIarMaTCTBO WJIM HEIOCTOBEPHO
IpeICTaBsiHE HAa HayyHa MH(OpMAaLMs OTHOCHO pasMIekKAAHUs NUCEPTALMOHEH TPYA
WM APYTH TPYJOBE Ha KaHauaarta. Te3u (akTh, KakTo U JeKIapaluara Ha KaHIuaaTa
MU J1aBaT OCHOBaHME Ja IIpUeMa 3a JIMYEH IPUHOC Ha aBTOpPA MPEICTABEHUS

TUCEPTAllMOHEH TPYA.

7. JInTepatypHa 0CBeIOMEHOCT M KOMIIETEHTHOCT HA JIOKTOPAHTA.

JIuteparypHata OCBEJOMEHOCT Ha KaHIuAaTa € Ha HEOOXOJUMOTO HHUBO U
J0Ka3aHa C U3M0JI3BaHOTO MHOT000Opa3ue OT JINTEPATypPHU U3TOYHUIIH.

8. Ouenka 3a apropedepara.

ABTOpedepaThT OTTOBOPS HA'BJIHO HA M3MCKBaHUSATA HA ,,3aKOHA 3a Pa3BUTHE Ha
aKkaJeMU4yHusi ChcTaB Ha PemyOnmuka bearapus™ u  [IpaBwiHuka 1O HETroBOTO
MIPUIIOKECHHUE.

9. KputnuHu 0eJIesKKu.

JoOBp OT3ByK W HEOOXOAMMO pa3NpOCTPAaHEHHE Ha pe3yiTaTUTEe OT
W3CleIBAaHEeTO Ouxa OWM HAydyHHM MyOJMKallMM HAacOYeHU KbM UYyXKIeCTpaHHATa
ayauTOpHUsA, C KOETO Ja C€ Pa3lliMpu CHEKThpa HA aKaJeMUYHATA U HEaKaJeMHYHA
OOIITHOCT, UMAIlA JOCTBII 0 PE3YITATUTE OT U3CIEABAHETO.

HansiBam ce TOKTOpaHTHT Jia MPOABIDKA CBOUTE aMOUIIMO3HU HAyYHU ThPCEHUS
U peav3aluaTa Ha MOCTUTHATUTE HAyYHH PEe3yiTaTH U B MPAKTUKATA, a 3alll0 HE U Ja
roeMe ITbTSI Ha MPENo/IaBaHeTO U HayKaTa U Hay4yHaTa JEeHHOCT.

10. JIuunu BneyaTieHUs U JAPYrd BBIPOCH, M0 KOUTO PElEH3EHTHT CMSTA,

qye ¢jaeaBa 1a B3¢M¢E OTHOILIICHMUEC.



He mno3naBam kaHgupaTa, HO OMX enajla Ja NOMYEPTasl TMOJOKUTEITHOTO
BIICUATIICHUE, KOETO TIpaBu TMpodecuoHasiHata aBToOuorpaduss u  OrpoMeH
npodecronanen omutr Ha goktopaHT Kars Hwuxonoa CmacoBa. bux xkenama na
MO3/paBs 3a HAYYHOTO PHKOBOJCTBO N0l A-p Bspa XKekoBa, kakTo u oOyuaBaiara
KaTeApa U Ja UM TMoXkenas Ja MNpOoABbDKABaT Ja Ma3siT aBTOPUTETa, 4YeCTTa U
JIOCTOMHCTBOTO Ha OBJIrapcKara HayKa.

11. 3akouenne.

[IpennoxkeHUsIT 3a pelEeH3UpaHe JUCEPTALMOHHMS TpPyJ OTrOBOpsS Ha
M3UCKBAHMATA Ha ,,3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHE HA aKaJeMU4YHHUs ChCTaB Ha PemyOnuka
bearapusa® u [lpaBunHuKa Mo HErOBOTO NMPHIIOKEHUE, KOETO MM JaBa OCHOBAaHHE J1a
MOJIKPETs MPUCHKIAHETO Ha OOpa3oBaTellHaTa U HAay4yHa CTEIeH ,,JokTop* Ha Kars
Hukonosa CnacoBa B o6siactT Ha BuciieTo oopazoBanue: 9. ,,CurypHoct u otOpana”,
npodecruoHanHo Harnpasienue: 9.1. ,,Hannonanua curypHoct”.

12. OueHka Ha qMCEePTALMOHHUSA TPYI.

JaBam ,,IlonoxkurenHa” oOleHKa HAa TPEIJIOKEHUS OT aBTOpPA JAUCEPTALMOHEH
TPyl Ha Tema: ,,Meroau WM Mojelu 3a (PUHAHCOB KOHTPOJ BBPXY JEHHOCTTa Ha
OpraHU3alMUTE OT MYOJMYHMS CEKTOp TMpPH YINpaBJIeHHWE HA €BPOIMEUCKU CpencTBa‘.
[Ipennaram Ha yBa)kaeMHUTE€ UJEHOBE HAa HAYYHOTO JKypU Ja MOAKPEIAT
MPEIIOKEHUETO J1a ObJie MpUchAeHa 00pa3oBaTeliHaTa U Hay4YHa CTEMEH ,,JOKTOp ™ Ha
Kars HukonoBa CrnacoBa B o0jacT Ha BuciIeTo oOpazoBanue: 9. ,,CUTYpHOCT U

orOpaHna”, mpodecruoHanHo HampasieHue: 9.1. ,,Harmonanna curypHoct”.

I'p. Benuko TepHOBO Penenzent

15.07.2023 r. nou. a.H. Enuna I[lerposa
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1. Relevance and significance of the developed scientific problem.

The dissertation presented for review focuses on the issue of protecting the
financial interests of the Republic of Bulgaria and the European Union, through the
effective prevention and countermeasures against attempts at fraud and abuse of EU

funds and funds.

| do not find current similar developments, which strengthens the dissertation
work’s scientific-applied value, necessity and timeliness. The scientific novelty and
topicality of the topic is indisputable, and as the dissertation points out - the non-
implementation or inefficient implementation of European rules, requirements or
recommendations to optimize work on planning and management of EU operational
programs and financial instruments, as well as in terms of control over the spending of
the provided funds, leads to a number of negatives damaging the national interests of

the country.

2. General characteristics and structure of the dissertation work.

The dissertation has a volume of 227 pages and consists of an introduction, three
chapters, conclusions and recommendations, a general conclusion, a list of
abbreviations used, proposals for scientific contributions, literature used, appendices
and a list of scientific publications. The dissertation contains a total of 153 used
sources, 110 of which are normative, strategic and programmatic documents, as well
as scientific publications: books, monographs, articles, reports, and the rest are

Internet sources.

To ensure efficiency in the spending of budget funds, aid, donations and funding
from the European Union, international projects and programs, as well as the funds,
the doctoral student discloses the legal basis for financial control, detection and
prevention of irregularities and fraud, including the national and European legislative
base, and in this way she synthesizes and systematizes the accumulated experience in
this field.



The doctoral researcher Katya Nikolova Spasova shows that she knows the state
of the research problem well, which is also evident from the proposed subject, goal,
tasks and scientific thesis of the dissertation, as well as from the applied research
methodology and research methods and approaches, demonstrated already at p. 10 and
p. 11. The good knowledge of the work problem is also evident from testimonies in
the autobiography of doctoral student Katya Nikolova Spasova, especially the
professional part of it, where her rich professional experience in the field of research is

revealed.

The theoretical analysis of the performances is distinguished by diversity and
completeness in terms of the information provided about the legal and institutional
framework of internal control and combating irregularities and fraud in relation to EU
funds and funds, providing full information on the national and European institutional
framework concerning the issue. The practical part of the dissertation work is oriented
towards carrying out a diverse analysis, including a comparative analysis of the
functions of the managing, certifying and auditing body related to the prevention of
irregularities and fraud; analysis of the current functions and procedures performed by
the certifying authority - National Fund Directorate in the Ministry of Finance;
analysis of irregularities and frauds under European Structural and Investment Funds
(ESIF) during the program period 2014 - 2020 and others.

In my opinion, one of the strongest points of the dissertation work is the
preparation of methodology, conducted empirical research and analysis of the results
of the questionnaire to prepare an expert assessment on the topic ,,Systems for
financial management and control of the funds of the European Union in the fight

against irregularities and fraud®.

The scientific and research tasks set in the dissertation have been successfully
solved by the doctoral student. There is the necessary compliance of the dissertation

work with the requirements set before the scientific audience for writing one.



3. Characteristics of the scientific and applied scientific contributions in
the dissertation work. Credibility of the material.

| accept the proposals for scientific and scientific applied contributions as
indicated by the doctoral student, namely:

I. Scientific contributions:

1. Guidelines have been formulated for updating the regulatory framework
regarding the administration of irregularities, aimed at overcoming the deficit of
administrative-penal provisions regarding the predominant part of the terms of the
individual stages, which in turn leads to systemic violations.

2. Specific changes have been proposed to update the framework of competences
in the Ordinance on the conditions and procedures for evaluating the performance of
employees in the state administration, which will lead to an improvement in the
selection of employees and an improvement in the functioning of the organizations
responsible for the management and control of EU funds.

I1. Scientific and applied contributions:

1. The need to build a mechanism for cooperation between administrations at the
national and European level has been proven by creating and implementing a common
information system for information exchange, in which all risk areas, as well as modus
operandi, have been introduced operandi found in the investigations.

2. The need for digitization and electronification of control systems in public
sector organizations, the application of blockchain technologies and artificial
intelligence, which will contribute to improving the effectiveness and transparency of
control and preventing negative consequences for public sector organizations, has
been proven.

3. A proposal to introduce an ongoing integrity training program and the
appointment of an ethics officer to advise on issues related to integrity and the
application of ethical standards is justified and the need for employee training and the
application of general rules creating conditions and guarantees for effective control.

| accept the obtained results and the scientific and scientific-applied contributions



as credible.

4. Evaluation of the scientific results and contributions of the dissertation
work.

The comprehensive research conducted by doctoral student Katya Nikolova
Spasova, including an empirical one in a real environment, the analysed questions and
problems have a deep meaning for modern society and a valuable practical-applied
focus, and can be used in the activity of the overall organization of the management
and control of financial EU funds.

The proposals for improving the management of EU funds, as a result of the
analysis carried out on the topic, can be successfully implemented by the management
and control bodies (managing, certifying and auditing), as well as by the employees
involved in these functions.

5. Evaluation of dissertation publications and authorship.

The scientific publications of the dissertation student are 3 in total and have been
presented at conferences at the G.S. Rakovski Military Academy (Rakovski National
Defence College) in the country. This meets the requirements of the "Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria” and the Regulations
for its application, including the evaluation system of the indicators for awarding the
educational and scientific degree of doctor.

| have no joint publications with the candidate.

6. Opinion on the presence or absence of plagiarism.

According to Art. 26. (1) of the LDASRB and in accordance with the
requirements of Article 53.5 of the Regulations for the Implementation of the Law on
the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, no proven

plagiarism in scientific work has been found according to the statutory procedure.

| am not aware of and have not received a report of plagiarism or
misrepresentation of scientific information regarding the dissertation in question or

other works of the candidate. These facts, as well as the candidate's declaration, give



me reason to accept the presented dissertation work as a personal contribution of the

author.

7. Literary awareness and competence of the doctoral student.

The candidate's literary awareness is at the required level and proven by the
variety of literary sources used.

8. Evaluation of the dissertation abstract.

The dissertation abstract fully meets the requirements of the "Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria™ and the Regulations for
its application.

9. Critical Notes.

A good response and necessary dissemination of the research results would be the
post of scientific publications aimed at foreign audiences, thus will broaden the
spectrum of the academic and non-academic community having access to the research
results.

| hope that the doctoral student will continue her ambitious scientific research
and the implementation of the achieved scientific results in practice, and why not take
the path of teaching and science and scientific activity.

10. Personal impressions and other matters on which the reviewer thinks he
should take a stand.

| do not know personally the candidate, but | would like to emphasize the
positive impression made by the professional resume and vast professional experience
of the doctoral student Katja Nikolova Spasova. | would like also to congratulate
Assoc. Prof. Vyara Zhekova for the scientific leadership, as well as the teaching
department and wish them to continue to protect the authority, honour and dignity of
Bulgarian science.

11. Conclusion.

The dissertation proposed for review meets the requirements of the "Law on the

Development of the Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria™ and the Rules for its



Application , which gives me the reason to support the awarding of the educational and
scientific degree "doctor" to Katya Nikolova Spasova in the field of higher education:
9. "Security and Defence", professional direction: 9.1. "National Security".

12. Evaluation of the dissertation work.

| give a "Positive" rate to the dissertation work proposed by the author on the
topic: "Methods and models for financial control over the activities of public sector
organizations in the management of European funds". | propose to the respected
members of the scientific jury to support the proposal to award the educational and
scientific degree "doctor"” to Katya Nikolova Spasova in the field of higher education:

9. "Security and defense"”, professional direction: 9.1. "National Security".

Veliko Tarnovo Reviewer

15.07.2023 Assoc. Prof. Elitsa Petrova, DSc.
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