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GEORGI STOYKOV RAKOVSKI NATIONAL DEFENCE 
COLLEGE 

1504, Sofia, 82 Evlogi I Hristo Georgievi Blvd. 

REVIEW  

By  

Professor Georgi Vasilev Bahchevanov, PhD in Military Science 

Professor at “G. S. Rakovski” National Defence College and New Bulgarian 

University 

 

Of the scientific works presented in the contest for holding the academic 

position “Assistant Professor” for a serviceman in the higher education field: 9. 

“Security and Defence”, professional area 9.2.“Military”, to teach the following 

subjects: “National and International Security” and “Analysis of Crises and 

Conflicts“, published in the State Gazette No. 78 of 4 October 2019, for the needs 

of the Information and Security Unit of “G. S. Rakovski” National Defence 

College.  

The contest was announced by order No. ОХ – 888 of 27.09.2019 of the 

Minister of Defence of the Republic of Bulgaria.   

The only applicant in the contest is Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD.  

 

1. General overview of the scientific research, scientific application 

and teaching activities of the applicant. 
The research interests of the applicant are focused on the study of topical 

theoretical and application problems in the higher education field 9. Security and 

Defence” and professional areas 9.1. “National Security” and 9.2 “Military”. The 

author studies and scientific results obtained cover issues that can be grouped in 
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three main subjects: 1. National and international security; 2. Analysis and 

evaluation of the security environment; 3. Management of crises and conflicts. 

Relevant tools of scientific analysis and synthesis have been applied in all 

the studies. The works are published in specialised scientific journals.  

The proposed publications present an original construct of knowledge, 

where the problems are examined in the light of national and international security 

and military intelligence. The applicant’s register is profound, understandable, and 

academic. 

 

2. Opinion on the presence or absence of plagiarism. 

During my work as chairman of the academic jury I have not received any 

non-anonymous and reasoned written signals of established plagiarism in the 

publications presented in the contest.  

 

3. Evaluation of the pedagogical capacity and activity of the 

applicant. 

What primarily characterises the applicant in the contest, Colonel Vasil 

Hristov Stankov, PhD, is his extraordinary theoretical comprehension and 

extensive practical experience.  He has demonstrated his aptitude to research. He 

aspires to conduct comprehensive and profound studies of the problems related to 

international security, analysis and evaluation of the security environment and 

management of crises and conflicts. He has innovative thinking and boldly 

experiments in practice with the results obtained from his theoretical studies. The 

monographs, articles and reports presented for review are rich in concrete facts and 

comply with the requirements set out in the notice of the contest. 

 

The list of scientific works, publications and training materials presented by 

the applicant includes 14 titles (excluding those presented for the defence of his 
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doctoral thesis for acquiring the PhD academic degree1). The above-mentioned 

titles are grouped as follows: 2 (two) monographs, 3 (three) articles published in 

publications indexed in internationally recognised databases, 4 (four) scientific 

publications in non-referenced journals with scientific reviews, 5 (five) reports  

presented to scientific conferences and two scientific publications in the 

specialised journal of “G. S. Rakovski” National Defence College for classified 

information. Two publications are in English.  

The three publications presented for the defence of his doctoral thesis for 

acquiring the PhD academic degree are excluded from this review.  

The scientific work presented by the applicant in the contest fully complies 

with the requirements of the evaluation system of indicators forholding the 

academic position “Assistant Professor” in terms of activities and indicators for the 

professional area  9.2.  Military.  I  assess as absolutely sufficient the amount of the 

publications for a contest for the academic position “Assistant Professor”. 

The factsheet for compliance with minimum national requirements for 

holding the academic position “Assistant Professor” in the higher education field: 

9. “Security and Defence”, professional area 9.2.“Military” about Colonel Vasil 

Hristov Stankov, PhD, shows 475 points against the required 400 points.  

From the beginning of the 2019/2020 academic year Colonel Stankov is a 

visiting lecturer at “St. Kliment Ohridski” Sofia University in the subjects 

International Relations and Foreign Policies of the Arab States (bachelor 

programme) and Problems of Islamic Fundamentalism (masters programme). 

 

4. Main scientific results and contributions 

The main contributions of the applicant have scientific research and 

scientific application nature.  Extended and elaborated is the existing knowledge 

                                           
1Theme of the doctoral thesis for acquiring PhD academic degree: “Geopolitical Vision of the Modern Turkish 
State”, Sofia, “G. S. Rakovski” National Defence College, 2015. 
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and generated is new scientific knowledge of the national security organisation and 

management. 

The proposed publications represent an original construct of knowledge, 

where the problems of national and international security, the security environment  

and the management of crises and conflicts are examined in the light of military 

intelligence.  

The analysis of the scientific works of the applicant makes it possible to 

define the scientific research and scientific application contributions in the two 

professional areas of the higher education field 9. “Security and Defence”: 9.1. 

“Natonal Security” and 9.2. “Military”. 

In professional area 9.2. “Military”  (in compliance with the contest) the 

scientific contributions may be summarised as follows: Proposed is a new 

theoretical construct of the methods and approaches of evaluation of the military 

and political situation in crisis regions (No.1,No.2, No. 9, No.13); Extended and 

elaborated is the theoretical knowledge of the specifics of the а military and 

political situation in crisis regions (No.1 and No.2); Proved is the need of applying 

the systematic approach  as a tool for analysis of the military and political situation 

(No.2 and No.9); Presented are new data and unknown facts about the possible 

challenges, risks and threats for the security of the Republic of Bulgaria and for the 

following  regions: the Black Sea region, the Western Balkans, the East 

Mediterranean, and the Middle East (No.1, No.2); Elaborated is the existing 

knowledge of the military and political strategy of the Republic of Turkey for the 

Middle East, the Mediterranean and the West Balkans countries (No.11, No.12 and 

No.14); 

The scientific application contributions include: Elaborating the methods 

and methodology of work of the bodies of the military intelligence in acquiring 

information (No.2, No.9, No.13); Reasoning the use of logical and intuitive 

methods  for acquisition, analysis and evaluation of military and politico-military 

information  (No.2, No.13). 
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In professional area 9.1. “National Security”:  Elaborated is the conceptual 

framework if the security environment of the Middle East and the present conflict 

in the Syrian territory (No.1, No.5, No.7, No.8, No.14); Summarised is new 

knowledge of the current status and long-term political and military interests of 

local participants in the Syrian conflict (No.1, No.14); Further developed and 

summarised are the specific aspects of the regional policies of key countries from 

the Middle East and major international actors like the USA, EU, Russia, Turkey, 

Iran and the BRICS countries  (No.1, No.3, No.4,  No. 5, No.11, No.12 и No.14); 

Summarised  are the efforts for a political resolution of the Syrian conflict and, 

based on new facts, substantiated the role of the UN SC, the Geneva Peace 

Process, the negotiations in Astana and Sochi are substantiated  (No.1, No.3, No.4, 

No.8);  Studied and analysed are possible scenarios for the regulation of the Syrian 

conflict (No. 1, No.8); Studied and substantiated are the possible effects of the 

Syrian conflict on the security of the countries in the Middle East, the Western 

Balkans, the Black Sea region, and the Republic of Bulgaria (No.1, No.7); 

Justified the need of designing a new strategic NATO concept in the 

conditions of dynamic changes in the security environment (No.10). 

The publications are the applicant’s own work and successfully defend the 

claims for scientific research and scientific application contributions. 

 

5. Evaluation of the significance of the contributions for science and 

practice  

The above-mentioned scientific research and scientific application 

contributions elaborate and further develop the knowledge in the higher education 

field 9. “Security and Defence”, mainly in professional area 9.2. “Military”, 

specialisation: “Strategic Military Intelligence”.   

They reason the application of forward-looking information methods and 

priorities of the strategic military intelligence so as to elaborate and streamline 

practical organisational activities such as building and management of persons as 
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sources of information and other specific areas of the work of the strategic human 

intelligence.  

 

6. Critical notes  

I have no critical notes to the scientific works presented to me for review by 

the applicant, Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD.   

I would recommend Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD, to deepen his 

research in the area of training and preparation of staff for the needs of the military 

intelligence and to promote his extensive practical experience. 

I think that he should participate more actively in national and international 

scientific projects. 

 

7. Conclusion 

The documentation and scientific works presented by the applicant in the 

contest, Colonel Vasil Stankov, PhD, comply with the requirements of the 

Academic Staff Development in the Republic of Bulgaria Act and its 

Implementing Regulation for holding the academic position “Assistant Professor”. 

 

8. Evaluation of the applicant 

My evaluation of the scientific works of Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, 

PhD, the only applicant in the contest for holding the academic position “Assistant 

Professor” for a serviceman in the higher education field: 9. “Security and 

Defence”, professional area 9.2.“Military”, to teach the following subjects: 

“National and International Security” and “Analysis of Crises and Conflicts” for 

the needs of the Information and Security Unit of “G. S. Rakovski” National 

Defence College is positive.  
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I propose the Academic Jury to elect Vasil Hristov Strankov, PhD, as the 

winner of the contest, and propose him for holding the academic position 

“Assistant Professor” at the Information and Security Unit of “G. S. Rakovski” 

National Defence College. 

 

 8 December 2019                          Chairman of the Academic Jury: 

                                                       Prof. (MSc) Georgi Bahchevanov 


