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I was appointed as a member of academic jury by order No.  СИ29-РД03-254 of 

13.11.2019 of the Commandant of “G. S. Rakovski” National Defence College for 

the purpose of holding a contest for the academic position “Assistant Professor” in   

Higher education field: 9. Security and Defence, professional area 9.2. “Military” at 

the Faculty of Military and Language Training. 

This review was commissioned to me by a decision of the academic jury, 

Minutes No. 1 of 06.12. 2019. I acquainted myself with the documents presented 

by the only applicant for holding the academic position “Assistant Professor”, 

Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD. I received the documents on a magnetic data 

carrier. They comply with the requirements of the contest.  

1. Works presented by the applicant and eligible for evaluation by the 

reviewer. 

Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD, has presented for participation in the 

contest for holding the academic position “Assistant Professor” 14 publications in 

total in the field of the announced contest as follows: 
No 

Type of 

publication 

Autonomous In co-authorship 
Total number of 

publications  

Total 

number 

Incl. 

abroad 

Total 

number 

Incl. 

abroad 

Total 

number 

Incl. 

abroad 

1 Monographs  2 - - - 2 - 

2 Scientific papers 

and articles 

7 3 - - 7 3 

3 Reports from 

scientific 

conferences 

5 - - - 5  

 Total 14 3 - - 14 3 

 

I admit for review all the publications indicated by the applicant.   
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The publications presented by the applicant fully comply with the contest for 

holding the academic position “Assistant Professor” announced by Minister of 

Defence order No. ОХ-888/27.09.2019, published in the State Gazette, No. 

78/04.10.2019, order No. СИ-29-РД-03-254/13.11.2019 of the Commandant of  

“G. S. Rakovski” National Defence College to meet the needs of the Faculty of 

Military and Language Training at the Information and Security Unit of G. S. 

Rakovski National Defence College in the subjects: National and International 

Security and Analysis of Crises and Conflicts. 

The monograph entitled Geopolitical Aspects of the Syrian Conflict, “G. S. 

Rakovski” National Defence College, S, 2019. ISBN 978-619-7478-25-9, is 

published electronically in a total volume of 143 pages. It contains a current 

analysis of the geopolitical security aspects in Syria and their effects in the region 

and worldwide. It can also be used by specialists and people interested in the 

problems of the Middle East, for training of cadets, students and post-graduate 

trainees on the issues of defence and security.  

The second monograph is entitled Analysis and Evaluation of the Military 

and Political Situation in Crisis Regions, G. S. Rakovski National Defence 

College, S,  2019, ISBN: 978-619-7478-28-0. The volume of this monograph is 

129 pages. It is published as a book. 

The remaining 12 publications are scientific articles and reports presented 
and published in the Military Journal and in different esteemed national and 
international journals, fora and conferences. 

They are published in the Bulgarian and English languages. It is worth noting 
that two of the articles in English, “The Role of the European Union for the 
Settlement of the Conflict in Syria” and “International Peace Initiatives to Resolve 
the Conflict in Syria” are in an e-version publication which is indexed in the 
esteemed Thomson Reuters platform, entitled “Iran Involvement in the Syrian 
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Conflict”, indexed in IndexCopernicus, WorldCat, EuroPub and other international 
bases. 

The scientific works presented by the applicant for review comprise a 

profound study of the processes and phenomena in the area of armed forces 

organisation and management. 

2. General overview of the scientific research, scientific application 

and teaching activities of the applicant. 
The professional career of Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD, begins after 

he graduated “Georgi Benkovski” Air Force Academy with qualification: air force 

officer-military engineer; major: air force ground control intercept officer. In 1992 

he graduated military science from G. S. Rakovski National Defence College, the 

Strategic Intelligence Faculty, qualification: Military Intelligence Officer, 

speciality: Strategic Intelligence.   

He has a high language culture, knows English at 4-4-4-4 STANAG 6001 

level, uses Turkish, Arabic and Russian in his work.  

The professional CV of Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD, shows his 

ongoing desire to enhance his qualification and learning so as to be able to perform 

the requirements and tasks relevant to his professional career.  

He successively acquired additional qualifications in the following:   

 Strategic course at “G. S. Rakovski” National Defence College in 2017 

“Officer for strategic command and control of the armed forces”; 

 Course “Defence Management” at the National Defence College for 

managerial positions in the Bulgarian Army – 2011. 

He participated in the following courses for acquisition of specializations in 

Bulgaria and abroad:  

 Course “Strategic Analysis” in DIA, USA – 1990; 

 Course for military attaches under a military diplomatic programme in 
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Brasov, Romania – 2005; 

 Course “Military Diplomacy” at the Diplomatic Institute in Sofia – 2012; 

 Specialised courses in the USA and Bulgaria – 2000-2001. 

Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD, enrolled in a PhD programme in 2013 
with a subject of his dissertation: “Geopolitical Vision of the Modern Turkish 
State”, which he defended successfully in 2015.  

 
I participated in the work of the academic jury for the award of the PhD 

academic degree to Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov. The presented doctoral thesis 

was at a high academic level, with prominent theoretical contributions of practical 

and application nature, providing input to the training and management of 

personnel involved in the security systems. 

The career development of Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD, passes 

through various military diplomatic positions:  

 Secretary to the Defence Attaché in Moscow, Russia – 1996-1998; 

 Assistant Military Attaché in Damascus, Syria – 2001- 2004; 

 Defence Attaché in Ankara, Turkey – 2007- 2010; 

 Military, Air and Naval Attaché in Doha, Qatar –2014-2016. 

In 2006 he was appointed to the position of Head of Section at the 

International Security Assistance Force HQ in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

All the above shows that Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD, has extensive 

professional experience and expertise.  At present he is Director of a directorate at 

the Military Information Service.  

His pursuit of research and pedagogical work characterises him as a highly 

qualified expert in the Military area. A proof of this is the list of scientific works 

and the scientific research and scientific application contributions of his studies, 

presented for participation in the contest. 
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The scientific research and scientific application work of Colonel Vasil 

Hristov Stankov, PhD, refers to his publication activities in the period 2014 – 2019.  

The scientific area on which he focused his efforts is predetermined by his 

participation in scientific fora in the field of security and defence. 

3. Opinion on the presence or absence of plagiarism. 

In my work as a member of the academic jury no non-anonymous and 

reasoned signals have been received of identified plagiarism in the publications of 

the applicant.   

4. Evaluation of the pedagogical capacity and activity of the applicant.  

The pedagogical training and activities of Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, 

PhD, includes delivery of courses in subjects relating to international relations and 

foreign policies of the Arab states, the problems of Islamic fundamentalism, and 

conducting special theoretical and practical training of trainees at “G. S. 

Rakovski” National Defence College. 

It is clear from the publications presented that Colonel Vasil Hristov 

Stankov, PhD, is well-versed in several languages which enables him to analyse 

huge amount of information and the courses delivered by him concern specilaised 

subjects, stir interest and involvement. 

He appears to be a scientist with а broad view of studying the 

developments and phenomena in national and international security,  he is 

able to highlight the most essential aspects and to eliminate the side-effects in 

the analysis of circumstances and facts. He has an academic and research 

potential, is well organised and consistent in his handling of sources of 

information, correctly uses literature and cites in accordance with the 

requirements. 
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He is a visiting lecturer at the Sofia University “St Kliment Ohridski” in 

one bachelor and one masters programme, he delivered special training 

lecture courses to trainees of “G. S. Rakovski” National Defence College. 

5. Main scientific results and contributions. 

The scientific works presented for participation in the contest have 

significant scientific and scientific application contributions, which involve 

elaboration and further development of science in professional field 9. “Security 

and Defence”, professional area 9.2. “Military”.  

The applicant has employed an interdisciplinary approach in the study of the 

problems related to military affairs and defence, has examined processes which 

originate and develop near the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria. The 

publications can be successfully used for training of staff for the national and 

international security.  

The presented publications give grounds to identify the following major 

contributions: 

 

1. SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS: 

1.1. Analysis is made of the geopolitical aspects of the military conflict in 

Syria. Highlighted are the interests of the stakeholders. Described is the process of 

origination and development of the military conflict. Examined are the place, role 

and involvement of the main factors in it. (No.1, No. 3, No. 4, No. 7 in the list of 

scientific works) 

1.2. Examined are the multi-faceted efforts to resolve the Syrian conflict and 

possible scenarios for its outcome. An evaluation is made of its impact on the 

security environment in the Middle East, in the Balkans and in the Black Sea 
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region. Specified are the implications of the Syrian conflict on the security and 

interests of Bulgaria. (No.1, No. 3, No. 4, No.7 in the list of scientific works) 

1.3. Identified is the Regional strategy of Turkey against the backdrop of the 

European integration of the Western Balkans and the process of transnational 

influence on the Balkans and in the Middle East. (No. 1, No. 6, No. 11, No. 12 in 

the list of scientific works) 

2. SCIENTIFIC APPLICATION CONTRIBUTIONS 

2.1. Studied and analysed is the military and political situation in the context 

of the contemporary security environment. Proposed is a system of evaluation of 

the security levels, the factors directly or indirectly affecting the security 

environment, the main structural components of the military and political security 

environment. ( No.2, No. 9, No.13, No.14 in the list of scientific works) 

2.2. Summarised is the systematic approach and the methods of analysis and 

evaluation of military and political information and evaluation of a military 

political crisis as part of the military and political situation in crisis regions. ( No.2, 

No. 9, No.13, No.14 in the list of scientific works) 

2.3. Defined is the process and peculiarities of the intelligence analysis of 

military and political crises, proposed is an information and analytical overview of 

the situation in North Syria. (No.11, No. 12, No.13, No.14 in the list of scientific 

works) 

2.4. Reasoned is the need of designing a new strategic NATO concept in the 

conditions of dynamic changes in the security environment. (No. 10 ). 

6. Evaluation of the significance of the contributions for science and 

practice. 

I accept the scientific research of the applicant and his contributions and I 

want to point out that he has focused his attention on significant and essential 
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security issues, has examined phenomena and developments which are relevant for 

the security systems and can be used by commanders and heads in charge of the 

units, the armed forces, “G. S. Rakovski” National Defence College and “Vasil 

Levski” National Military University.  

7. Evaluation to what degree the contributions are due to the applicant. 

In my view, the scientific results are the personal work of Colonel Vasil 

Hristov Stankov, PhD. They can be defined as elaboration and further development 

of existing knowledge, and can be used for proving new statements and can be 

applied in practice.  

8. Critical notes on the works under review. 

My recommendation to Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD, is in his future 

work to focus his efforts on the formation of teams of faculty staff, trainees and 

PhD students which should work together to further develop the academic and 

methodological knowledge in the field of military and language studies, to arrange 

publication of the results of the studies in referenced publications and publications 

with impact factor. 

9. Personal impression and other issues the reviewer considers necessary 

to consider and give opinion. 

I do not know in person Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD, but my 

impressions from the presented publications and data are that the applicant is 

highly esteemed by his colleagues, has profound knowledge and responsible 

attitude to the pedagogical work and pursues further academic accomplishment.   

10. Conclusion. 

Given the significance of the scientific works presented by the applicant, I 

think that he fully meets the requirements of the Academic Staff Development in 

the Republic of Bulgaria Act and its implementing regulation for holding the 
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academic position “Assistant Professor”. My evaluation of the scientific works 

presented by Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD, is “positive”.  

11. Evaluation of the applicant. 

In consideration of the above, I propose to the honourable Academic Jury 

for the contest to award the rank to the applicant Colonel Vasil Hristov 

Stankov, PhD, and to propose to be elected to hold the academic position 

“Assistant Professor” in the field of higher education 9. Security and Defence, 

professional area 9.2. Military, PhD programme “Organisation and 

Management of Armed Forces” in the Faculty of Military and Language 

Training of the Information and Security Unit of G. S. Rakovski National 

Defence College of Sofia.  

 

8 December 2019      Reviewer: 

      Prof. Marin Petkov, PhD 


