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Pursuant to order No.  СИ29-РД03-254 of 13.11.2019 of the Commandant of 
G. S. Rakovski National Defence College I was appointed a member of the academic 
jury to hold the contest for “Assistant Professor” in Higher education field: 9. 
“Security and Defence”, professional area 9.2. “Military” to meet the requirements 
of the Faculty of Military and Language Training at the Information and Security 
Unit of G. S. Rakovski National Defence College.  

 This review was commissioned to me by a decision of the Academic Jury of 
06.12. 2019 (Minutes No. 1). 

The set of materials on magnetic data storage carrier presented by the 
applicant Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov, PhD, complies with the requirements and 
includes all the materials laid down for this procedure. 

Colonel Vasil Hristov Stankov is a military officer and researcher with 
extensive professional experience. In 1987 he graduated the Bulgarian Air Force 
Academy “Georgi Benkovski” with qualification: air force officer-military engineer; 
major: air force ground control intercept officer. Five years later he graduated as a 
master in military science from G. S. Rakovski National Defence College, specialty: 
Strategic Intelligence, and qualification: Military Intelligence Officer. In 2015 he 
successfully defended his dissertation thesis in the field of Military and Political 
Security Issues, entitled: “Geopolitical Vision of the Modern Turkish State”. 

The applicant in the contest did many courses in the fields of Armed Forces 
Strategic Management (2017), Defence Management (2011), courses in military 
diplomacy in Bulgaria and Romania, a Strategic Analysis course in the USA, and 
other courses at reputable Bulgarian and foreign institutions and educational 
establishments. 

Colonel Stankov, PhD, is a highly proven professional in the field of military 
diplomacy. In his career path, he held the positions of Secretary to the Defence 
Attaché in Moscow, Russia – 1996/98; Assistant Military Attaché in Damascus, 
Syria – 2001/04; Defence Attaché in Ankara, Turkey – 2007/10; Military, Air and 
Naval Attaché in Doha, Qatar – 2014/16. In 2006 he held the position of Head of 
Section at the International Security Assistance Force HQ in Kabul, Afghanistan. At 
present, he is a director of directorate at the Defence Information Service. He has 
received many awards for his work as officer, including the award “For Loyal 
Service under the Banners” – second degree, a silver badge of the Defence 
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Information Service, a medal for participation in a NATO mission, and other 
military honours. 

Outside his service commitments and scientific research, Colonel Stankov 
translated from Turkish into Bulgarian the landmark book “Strategic Depth” of the 
famous Turkish scientist and politician Ahmet Davutoglu, published in Bulgaria in 
2015 by Iztok-Zapad publishing house.  

The applicant’s knowledge of languages and excellent language skills 
command respect. Besides the English language, which he mastered to the highest 
NATO Standards level (4-4-4-4 according to STANAG 6001), he knows and uses 
Turkish, Russian and Arabic, being yet another token of  the broad research capacity 
of Colonel V. Stankov.   

The above biographical details show that the applicant in the contest is a 
highly esteemed and proven practitioner expert and his participation in this contest 
meets in full the requirements of Article 24, paragraph 2, “d” of the Academic Staff 
Development in the Republic of Bulgaria Act. 

1. Works presented by the applicant and eligible for evaluation by the 
reviewer. 

In this contest, the applicant for “Assistant Professor” draws resources 
from the academic works described in 14 titles in total. They include two 
monographs, three articles in publications indexed in internationally recognised 
databases, two scientific publications in non-reference journals with academic 
reviews, five reports presented at scientific conferences, two scientific publications in 
the specialised publication of G. S. Rakovski National Defence College for classified 
information. It should be noted that the last two research works were not submitted 
for review due to the confidential nature of the information contained therein. I 
would like to note that I was appointed ex officio to review these publications in the 
course of their submission and I am well acquainted with their contents. 
All presented publications are in the Higher education field: 9. Security and Defence, 
and are eligible both for the professional area 9.2. “Military” and the professional 
area 9.1. “National Security”. As regards the academic disciplines announced for the 
contest, National and Internatioinal Security and Analysis of Crises and Conflicts, 
all research papers, with no exception, are in compliance with the subjects of the 
disciplines.   
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The first major habilitation work is entitled Geopolitical Aspects of the Syrian 
Conflict, G. S. Rakovski National Defence College, S,  2019. ISBN 978-619-7478-
25-9. The total volume of the monograph is 143 pages. It was appropriate to publish 
the monogrtaph in electronic form, thus enabling anyone interested in the 
contemporary issues of international security  to have access to it.  

 The second monograph is entitled Analysis and Evaluation of the Military and 
Political Situation in Crisis Regions, G. S. Rakovski National Defence College, S,  
2019, ISBN: 978-619-7478-28-0. The voliume of this monograph is 129 pages. It is 
published only as hard copy.  

The remaining 12 publications are scientific articles and reports presented and 
published in the Military Journal and in different esteemed national and international 
journals, fora and conferences, published in the Bulgarian and English languages. It 
is worth noting that two of the articles in English, “The Role of the European Union 
for the Settlement of the Conflict in Syria” and “International Peace Initiatives to 
Resolve the Conflict in Syria” are in an e-version publication which is indexed in the 
esteemed Thomson Reuters platform, entitled “Iran Involvement in the Syrian 
Conflict”, indexed in IndexCopernicus, WorldCat, EuroPub and other international 
bases. 

2. General overview of the scientific research, scientific application and 
teaching activities of the applicant.  

As was stated, the works of PhD Vasil Stankov, presented for review, are in 
field 9. “Security and Defence” and cover the two professional areas 9.2. “Military” 
and 9.1. “National Security”. 

The academic, research and theoretical achievements of the applicant are 
logically focused on the study of events and processes directly related to the external 
security environment. For many years, this has been the essence of his work and his 
analytical approach is evident in each of the publications presented. In most of his 
works, Colonel Stankov examines the peculiarities of the international situation, the 
strategy and policies of international players, the trends in the development of the 
stability processes in the conditions of crises and conflicts and the possible ways to 
resolve them. A special focus is placed on the analyses of potential military and 
political risks for Bulgaria and for the national and union security in South East 
Europe, the Middle East and the Mediterranean region. An essential part of his 
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research is dedicated to the policy of the Republic of Turkey and its growing military 
and political importance in the Syrian conflict, in the Middle East and in the Western 
Balkan countries. 

The scientific application part of the works presented for review focuses on 
the study and understanding of the set of operational tools for strategic military 
intelligence. Options are identified for optimizing and enhancing the effects of the 
organisational activities for gathering, analyzing and summarizing intelligence 
information. 

The above defines the most valuable qualities of the applicant in the contest: 
simultaneously a personality with extensive professional experience and expertise 
acquired during many years of cross-border and analysis activities and a researcher 
who is fully aware of the nature, depth and complexity of the examined processes.  

3. Opinion on the presence or absence of plagiarism.  
The declaration under article 60, paragraph 1, item 6 of the Implementing 

Regulation to the Academic Staff  Development in the Republic of Bulgaria Act, 
enclosed to the documents, shows that according to PhD V. Stankov,  as of the 
beginning of December 2019 he is not aware of any signals sent on the 
presence of plagiarism.  

4. Evaluation of the pedagogical capacity and activity of the applicant.  
The pedagogical activity of Colonel Stankov is limited because his 

present career has followed another line of development. As evident from his 
publications, this line of career development enabled him to have a broad 
access to information and develop valuable skills for analysis and evaluations. 
The short period during which the applicant has created his scientific works 
shows that PhD V. Stankov has a serious research potential, demonstrates the 
qualities of a profound scientist and quite rare operational expediency. 
Therefore not only can he further develop these qualities but he can pass them 
to his trainees. 

As one hundred proven professional, from the beginning of the present 
2019/2020 academic year, Colonel Stankov was invited to teach as a visiting lecturer 
at Sofia University “St Kliment Ohridski” in the subjects International Relations and 
Foreign Policies of the Arab States (bachelor programme) and Problems of Islamic 
Fundamentalism (masters programme). 
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I want to point out that in 2017, during the four-month course in which 
Colonel V. Stankov participated, the Faculty of National and International Security 
was able to rely on him as a practitioner to deliver specific lectures in the subject of 
“National and International Security” to regular students in the “National Security 
and Defence” masters programme, free of charge. The students have excellent 
reviews of the level of knowledge and teaching methods of Colonel Stankov’s 
lectures on the security and defence policy of the Republic of Turkey.   

5. Main scientific results and contributions. 
The compulsory report on the main research and scientific application 

contributions is relatively short and modestly presented.   
The analysis of the scientific works of the applicant give grounds to assess the 

main research and scientific application contributions both in professional area 9.2. 
“Military” and in professional area 9.1. “National Security”. 

In professional area 9.2. “Military” the scientific contributions may be 
summarized as follows: 

- Proposed new theoretical construct on the methods and approaches for 
assessment of the military and political setup in crisis regions (No.1,No. 2, No. 9, 
No.13 of the list of scientific works);  

- Extended and further developed theoretical knowledge of the specifics 
of the military and political setup in crisis regions (No. 1 and No. 2); 

- Contributed new knowledge about the need to apply a consistent 
approach as a tool for analysis of the military and political setup (No.2 and No.9); 

- Presented new data and facts to broaden the analyses of military and 
political information and supplement the assessment of potential risks for the 
security of Bulgaria and the regions of union security interest – the Black Sea region, 
the Western Balkans, the East Mediterranean, and the Middle East (No.1, No.2). 

- Elaborated the existing knowledge of the military and political strategy 
of the Republic of Turkey among the Middle East, East Mediterranean and Western 
Balkan countries (No. 11, No.12и No.14); 

The scientific application contributions are mainly related to:  
- Elaborated the working methodology and methods of military 

intelligence bodies in the acquisition of information (No.2, No.9, No.13); 



7 
 

- Extended the arguments for the use of the logical-intuitive methods of 
acquisition, analysis and evaluation of the military and political information (No.2, 
No.13) 

Professional area 9.1. “National Security” 
- Elaborated the conceptual framework of the security environment in the 

Middle East and the present conflict in the territory of Syria (No.1,No.5, No.7, No.8, 
No.14); 

- Summarised new knowledge of the current status and the long-term political 
and military interests of local participants in the Syrian conflict: the paramilitary 
units in the country supporting the regime of Bashar al-Assad; the opposition and 
radical groups (No.1, No.14); 

- Further developed and summarized the peculiarities of the regional policies 
of key Middle East countries and big international players like the USA, EU, Russia, 
Turkey, Iran and the BRICS countries (No.1, No.3, No.4,  No. 5,  No.11,No.12  and 
No.14); 

- Summarised the efforts for a political resolution of the Syrian conflict and, 
based on new facts, substantiated the role of the UN SC, the Geneva Peace Process, 
the negotiations in Astana and Sochi (No.1, No.3, No.4, No.8); 

- Studied and analysed possible scenarios for the regulation of the Syrian 
conflict (No. 1, No. 8); 

- Studied and substantiated the possible effects of the Syrian conflict on the 
security of the countries in the Middle East, the Western Balkans, the Black Sea 
region, and the Republic of Bulgaria (No.1, No.7); 

- Justified the need of designing a new strategic NATO concept in the 
conditions of dynamic changes in the security environment (No.10). 

6.Evaluation of the significance of the contributions for science and 
practice.  

Although PhD Stankov has been pro-actively engaged with research 
activities for a comparatively short period of time, he is well-known in the 
scientific community dealing with military issues and national security. 
Initially this happened with the translation of the above-mentioned book of 
Ahmet Davutoglu, and later with his own author publications. The books, articles 
and reports of PhD Stankov are recognizable and gaining popularity. The report on 



8 
 

compliance with the minimum requirements in terms of citation shows that the 
applicant covers the relevant requirements as his works were cited 7 times in 
Bulgarian publications and foreign bases with impact factor.  

I assess as significant the results of his scientific activity and in particular 
the monographs Geopolitical Aspects of the Syrian Conflict and Analysis and 
Evaluation of the Military and Political Situation in Crisis Regions. The 
conclusions and scientific achievements in the specified thematic areas are well 
reasoned and are the result of in-depth work and long-term practice. 

The specified scientific contributions could be successfully applied both 
in the training process of the Information and Security Unit of G. S. Rakovski 
National Defence College and in respect of all the other post-graduate students of the 
college and a wide range of trainees in the higher education system in the field of 
security and defence. 

7. Evaluation to what degree the contributions are due to the applicant.   
The cited two monographs, articles and reports are autonomous studies 

and are the personal authorship work of the applicant. He does not submit any 
co-author publications. The stated research and scientific application 
contributions are to a great extent the result of analyses and summaries by 
means of which he further develops and constantly elaborates his research 
experience.   

8. Critical notes on the works under review.  
 I have no critical notes because I know well his creative work and I 

believe that one can always work even better. I recommend the applicant to 
have more self-confidence and assurance as he has a great potential which 
should be successfully developed.     

9.Personal impression and other issues the reviewer considers necessary 
to consider and give opinion.  

I have known Colonel Stankov for several years because I was the core 
advisor of his dissertation. I was able to see his growth as a researcher and 
scientist and I am delighted at the expedience and precision of his work. He has 
a remarkable ability to involve us in an accessible way in what he has 
researched over the years as a practitioner. He is a highly responsible and 
organised person, with a profound sense of dignity and officer integrity. 
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I am deeply convinced that he can contribute to a great extent to the 
development of the security and defence science.  

10. Conclusion.  
In consideration of the above and based on my positive evaluation of the 

scientific research work of the applicant in the contest, I propose to the 
honourable members of the Academic Jury without any hesitation to admit the 
materials for the contest, evaluate them positively and propose PhD Vasil 
Hristov Stankov to take the academic position “ASSISTANT PROFESSOR” in 
the field of higher education 9. Security and Defence, professional area 9.2. 
Military. 

11. Evaluation of the applicant.  
In my capacity as a member of the jury, I give my positive evaluation for 

awarding the academic position “Assistant Professor” to PhD Vasil Stankov. 
Reviewer …...................(Prof PhD Natalia Bekiarova) 
 
Date ….  December 2019 
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