
 
 

 

INFORMATION ABOUT 

FACILITIES AND 

MONUMENTS  IN THE AREA 

OF RAKOVSKI NATIONAL 

DEFENSE COLLEGE 

 

The facilities in the area of Rakovski National 

Defense College present a complex of historical and 

architectural monuments by 1985. 

The forged fence of the College is unique. It was built 

in 1933 - 1934. About 2000 barrels of rifles provided 

for the Bulgarian army after the Liberation war 

(1877-1878). The fence was built according to a 

special design in harmony with the overall 

composition of cultural monuments. 

There is an alley starting from the entrance gate with 

the guardhouse (a precious architectural monument 

in the shape of a cylindrical tower), named the Walk 

of Victories in 1933. There are 90 columns and metal 

rails with rifle barrels and enameled signs with the 

names and the dates of the Bulgarian army victories 

from the foundation of the state till the end of WW2. 

Artillery shells filled with soil from the noted 

battlefields are buried at the foot of the columns.  

The main housing is the Academic Building - the 

most impressive one. It was built in the period from 

1888 to 1894, designed by the Check architect 

Antonin Kolar. He also designed other prominent 

buildings in Neo-Romanesque style. The facade 

resembles an ancient fortress with arched windows 

and domes. The architectural details on the eaves of 

the roof appear like turrets. 

The Royal Chambers are undoubtedly among the 

most impressive premises located in the Academic 

Building of the National Defense College. The 

chambers are built in the so called "late Baroque" 

architectural style, which through the use of its 

characteristic large dimensions and abundance of 

ornaments, strives to inspire respect of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the state and its institutions. The Right Chamber was used 

as a study by King Ferdinand I, during his visits to the 

Military School. The Left Chamber was designed as a 

library, where nearly 20,000 volumes of valuable and rare 

editions of books on philosophical, historical and military 

topics were kept. Another curiosity is the pyramid, in 

which different types of firearms are arranged. The 

Central Chamber is designed for conducting meetings 

with foreign states men, as well as for official receptions, 

officer award ceremonies, etc.  

A magnificent vista opens from the terrace of the 

Royal Chambers to one of the biggest attractions of 

Rakovski National Defense College - the park with its 

pond. The establishment of the park began in 1907, on the 

idea of the then Commandant of the Military School, 

Colonel Vicho Dikov. For the purpose, approximately 10 

000 saplings of different tree species were duly 

purchased and planted. Another important architectural 

element is the lake, shaped in the form of the letter "F" - 

the initial letter in the name of King Ferdinand.  

The Alley of Commandants descends to the lake. It 

used to feature, on each side of the staircase, granite 

columns with the busts of all the heads of the College 

until 1934, the year when the alley was created. A 

monument of Vassil Levski, the Apostle of Freedom 

was erected on the territory of the park, on the initiative 

of the National Defense College, the Municipality of 

Sofia and the Vassil Levski Class Graduates Committee; 

Vassil Levski also happens to be the patron of the 

Military Academy in Veliko Tarnovo. The monument 

was solemnly inaugurated in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Staff building is to the left of the academic 

building. The commandment and lecturers are 

accommodated in it. Built from 1938 to 1942. It was 

designed by the architect Alexander Dubovnik. There 

is a stylistic link to the academic building.  

The Alumni Column is to the East of the 

academic building, built in 1934. There are four 

figures of lions in its base symbolizing the strength 

and courage of the Bulgarian soldiers. On its top there 

are battle flags with little lions. The numbers and 

years of graduation of all alumni of the Military 

School are inscribed on granite plates.  

In front of the obelisk with the lions is Georgi 

Rakovski’s monument, erected in 1967. The 

National Defense College was named after the 

ideologist of the Bulgarian national liberation 

movement Georgi Rakovski and the monument was 

dedicated to the 20th anniversary of the naming of the 

College after him. 

Behind Rakovski’s monument is Holy Archangels 

Chapel which was built at the end of 19th century. It 

was consecrated on 27 December 1898 by Sofia 

Metropolitan Partenii. Prince Ferdinand were present 

at the ceremony. After WWI an inscription was added 

on both sides of the altar: golden names of all officers 

who “Died as heroes in wars for the freedom of 

Macedonia, Thracia, Dobrudja and Moravsko - 

graduates of the Military School” were written on the 

black background. This fact turned the chapel into a 

pantheon to the military who died on battlefields 

during wars for liberation and unification of Bulgaria. 

 


